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1o pass any aeta of incorporation. or 1o legislaie in favor
of any oon Cotrpany ss distinet from the mest, amd has
thus, to sll inteuts and parposes, distinetly rocoguoised
the poliy of leaving the ereativn and control of tele-
mnl:r contpanies excindvely to the States

Any review of Uhe eXperience of the telegraph in the
United States would, turthermore, be imporfoct, which
omitted o call sttealion to the eirenmstances that,
while tha railleoad svstom of the country has grown up
under the stimalos of granis by Congross of money A |
of millons of acees of lis publle (ands, supois 1 L
subseriptions, bounkies, v exe@ptions mu
from States, cousties. and moulclpatities, the tolograph |
has  givem mockved  favors  from
L public. aad  to  the  frifling
domatson made by Congress In the ounisst Io
Prof. Morss, the highest estimated mouey value
of all the privileses sinee granted by the Government
1o sl the Telegraph Compantes, panoly—tio right o
siring wires along military and post-rosds, to eross the
wildarness of the plains, to predmpt land for setual oc-
capation “—a right granted to every ollizen—it 14 capable
of dincot proof that, through work performed for the
Governwent and pever pald for, and to sor ren-
dernd to Lae pabiie in time of war, flood, pestilonce, and
conflaghation, (o Lhe coastl survey sud soienos genarally,
Tor whl ul which payment wis never asked or expeoted,
the Western Unton Telograph Comnpany alone bos anado
1o both werntbelt and the puablle s compensation
whieh, 10 say the least, has boen in tho nature of a  four-
fold equivaieat.
TALATION OF THE TELEGRAPHL IN THR UNTTED STATEA

Again, while inall other countries the capital, fraun-
chise, aud busiucss of the telegraph has boen carefully
exempted from taxation, iu the United States, on the
other hand, o rule of an exactly opposite chnracter has
been recognlsed. Thos, from 1863 Lo 1871 the seversl

Telograph Companies of the Unlted Statos pald directly
o the Foderal Goverament, in the form of interual reve-
nue faxes, an accregats of §1.510,000; and this, too, In
addition to onerous Siate and local taxes, and o 8ystem
of nationsl custos taxes on materisls of constroction
atid operation, which 1ast, In the ease of wire alone—the
Irading article of tele phile ¢ fon—aul =
cost matylieo cend (on & goid basls) beyond what is

i tor Mdentically the smne aruele in either Groad

ritain, Delgium, Switserland, or Holland.! Awl,
sithongh ot the pressnt time the national internal jeve
nue taxes on the receipts of Telegraoh Companiea have
boen tepiscled, the aggregate af locul! and custows taxes
yet cuforeod ure, in the ciase of the Westarn Union Cons-
panr,rquwlh-uz 10 len per cend on full one-ninlh of lis
total nunusl gross recalpts for the transsotion of busi-
noss. And yet we fiud the Federal Goveruwont, which
{12 part upholds and Justities the contivusnce of anch tax-
ation, assuming through its I’I.‘)’-rr-‘&'um!l"e the position
of acotnplainant, aud virtually saylog to o severl
companics, “ Beoause you do uot transact your hisngss
vheaper we ought todeprive you ol the privilegs ol Joiug
business ot wll"”

DEVELOFMENT S1N0% 1560,

Binoe the fionl consolidation of 1564 the telegraph fuell:
ties 0f the United States hnve heen iooreasad by the;
vonstrue!fon of more than 3,000 miles of additionsl
lne, 75.0% miles of wire, aad by the opening of more
than 2,000 uew stations, ot whicl masxagoes can bo trans-
Hvered, The expenditure rendored neces-
lopment has been wboul feelee miilous

of witel the Western Unlon Compiany hias paid
mitlions, in wddivion 1o the coutaibuiions of
sprandes  cluded o s syslem, waleh
ik two and & half pililons-—Lic Inoronse

r euding June 30, 1372, under oo sispicos
of the Wesl o Unlog wlune, baving besu 6,000 tniles of
Upe, 16,050 tales of wire, and 61 slljors,

- NEDUCTION OF RATES,

During the thme referred to, moreover, not a siugle

year us cloned (o which thers Lss not been s marked
reduction of rates; so that at the peessut time Lhe ave-
rage sum chu { for the transmission of mesaages 1s

I oone-hall that required o 1305 for the

it pwird
warrsut in the pu
nevertheloas

the undoubled Tedi
pelnts,” althongn i
Voa ol jwepertect da
tvorrvo: aid deceplive—the average annunl
wesanges, ¢Xchinding proas and kol reports,
ralway aod compuuy service since 1868, haviug boon us
fo'lows:
Jaat, $0gd; 1970, 80.77: 18T, 80T 18TH, $0.02 §
AR & Codiiribag conwinie splenee, 1 way be fur-
§ that the averago eharge at which telegraphle
% e TOW LT ittedd in the United Stages tfor
thin wve cost for dving equiva-
witgh since that peciod thore has
st I the wages of employés in
ritent of sorvice, and o very groat
telegiaph poles and somy
ample, 1 costs more at the
wroph poles frem the up-
Por Liakoes deso than it oost four yeurs age for the
putes Golivered ot Chleago. The sige and welght, and
RO ¥ the cost, of Lthe great portion of the wire
pow ueed 16 Tolegropil conusirnetion is nlso considerably
greater, ob @ goud basis, than it was io 1866 and the years
[TE] TR
Attention 15 also ssked to the faet that, in nearly
CYory In-teuee in which the Westera Undon Company
b Biide o Feduction of rates, (6 hes been dote with s
full Kuowledge of the fack thut such a réduction would
e aconm patied by an absoluts decreass of net revenue,
he, whel, 1n 1869, the presont systom was adopted of
esllmuting telegmplite  distances by an “wir lioe"
rall wan LY e muate sctunlly traversed, resultiog in
avernge redection of all rates of aboot 16 per vent,
prt earnlogs during the succesding soven
nnd agnin, when, o 1670, o addi-
LIoms, 8 Ry sleT Wik opted of allow-
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I a millton of doluirs. Thut

ghe year wl over

readiiad o Ukely to prove ultimately sdvauta
1o the i as well us  to the publ
not to bé disp 1: but the fact that the

Undon Company bave been willing, deliberately, and lu
Prpeatod (o8l atces, to subuit to 8 Very large nud inme-
dissie lowa, with the expectation of tutore gain, through
an imorensvd use of the telegraph by the peopie, conse-
quﬂﬂ wpon reduced charges, sbows an pmouut ol prace
el wisdom  in dealing with the [Illflll}l“ nterests,
stikingiy lu contrast with the reinetaut slowness with
which thoso jutrusted with the Government of the
Untted Stiates have mot every proposition for the redue-
tian of taxes, which only the exygenoes of an wbive wWar
puuld furnisl an arcument for continusnee, The for-
ther clremmstance should slinost bo overivoked, that in
the memorial addressed to the Booste of tie Lk
states, under date of Febroery, 1572, the Western U
Company siate thatl Work his Geen i Drogress fur same
thme by this Company preparsiory [0 s reduction of
raies, ndditional to those already effected.
TELEGRAFH STOUK AS AN INVESTMENT.

As a furtber eontribution to the receut histury of the

Amerioan telegrapll, 1t should be stated L, during the

puriod of developient under consideTation, or from 1866

i the United States, with & population which may be
estlmated st 40,000,000, thera are about 80,000 miles of
50,000 milos of wire, And 6,300 officos,

T, 1
The ratho of telographio facilitios to the ulation in
Euarope and the Unlwd States may thersfore be approx-
tately indieatod os follows:
United
Karo, States.
Namber of inhabliants to each mile of line,,.00.. l.?ir S0
Namber of (nhabitasts 4o each mils of wire, « 03 u:

Number of inbhabiltants bo each affies. ..., ..-:‘..19,'&1 6,058
Nurabar of {ubabitants lo each message st ... 9 3

I It will thias be seen that, a8 regards the fueilitios Tor tal-

ecrapiulo communication farpished in FEurope and the
:.‘:llu-d states, the intter s vory far in advavce of the
ATImor.

COMPARATIVE BATES OF CHARGES IN
UNITED RTATEA,

The average chargos for the trunsmission of messages
in Earope sud the United Btates also conatitute an im-
portant eloment lu any comparison that way be lustl
tuted In respect to the relative merits of the two sys-
tems, On this point we quote the testimony of Goorge

B. Preacott, esq., the best recoznized authority on tels.
wraplic atatistios in the United States. He says: “The
tolls tor the transmission of wessages are not ths samo
in any two countries In Enrope: nor are they aniform
for wll classes of wessages lo any one conutry. Tele-
graphic correspondence in Earope 1s divided into two
keneral cloases, called *luternal’ sud *intornational’
mesaages. The internal are thoae which are received,
tranmmitted and delivered in the samo country ; the in-
ternationul ary those which are poceived i one country
aud transmittod Into suother ovuntry. As a geperal
rule a low rate of charges is adopted for the transmis-
sion of *internal’ messnges, while o high tarid 1s lmlmsed
on Cmternational’ messages, The teleeraphio tolls o
continental Europe in 1860 averaged 36 96 oonts for in-
ternal wessages, and $L01 for internationnl messages,
which 1= & higher average charge than is imposed in Chin
couutry, nithough it is well kuown that skilled labor is
much wore expensive hers theo in Earopoe.”

1t wonld sveim as if an exbibis of such o claracter as
above given would prove reasonably antisfactory to the
publio, smd be nlso regarded by them as embodying so
tch of prowiss for Lhe fulure as (o WArrapt, ol least
for tho presont, s generl opposition to auy radical and
awouping interference with the cxisting sy stem, That
tho pubiie, furthermore, are cither wol dissatifiod with
the mauner lu which the telegraphle aserviee of the
country has been performod, or taie but eomparatively
littie interest in the subfset, (s saficiently shown by the
cifeumstance that up to the present time not a single
momorial or petition has been preseuted to Copgress
frow soy Chamber of Commerce, Board of Trade, Mu-
nleipal Organization or Press Assovlation which sels
forth the necessity or prays for the provision of any
now system, or whloh comnplaius of and aveks redress for
suy existing §-r!m‘um-es. uk a5, neveltheiess, s chuuge
uf a certain character Bas, on the oo hund, been recom-
mended by the Prostdent of the Unitsd Siates and some
of lils principal advisors, snd a5, on the ollier, certain
eltizens, of neknowlodged abllity and enterpriso, rise ke
Tro Congreas ald and suthority W lnpugurate o sysieu
of an entlrely difforont cliracter, & s lmportant 1o nexs
stthlect to wualysls the olaments of the r-»dlp.u-t.\-u propuo-
sitiong, snd soe how far they are worthy of popualar ¢oa-
sidoration pud Iudorsemeut, Awd lral as regards ibe
Guovernuut proguosition.

REVIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT PEOPOSITION,

Firgt: As the Fifth Ameodatory Article of the Constl-
tution of the United Stales provides that privata prop-
erly shall not be taken for public uses without jost eom-
ponsation ; and as the aot of 1564, lu additlon, specifl-
cally etipuintes that I at soy thme the United States
alinll deelde o take possesaion of the telegraphie system
Tor mllitary, postal, or other purposes, it shall purchass
wil lines, property, and effects of xistng compnuies st a
fair appraisement, it s logitimate to assume that the

EUROFE AND THR

message wonld have smounted to, neither
Brown or any -other person has deflaitely
but on the basis proposed by . Washbur
with the concarrence of the Post-Office Department, o
25 ponts per message, Mr, Hubbard has proseuted to Coun-
Kreas the following estimate

First.—Interest at & percent. on national honds repre-
senting the cost of tho linos, §3,1560,000.

Srcond . —In Enrope the cost of transmitting telegrams
ranges, pocording to Me, Hubbard, from 15 110 cents
gold, (15 1-10 currenoy) in Belginm to $1 18 in Knssis.
(Report I, R. slst Congress, 25th SBasston, No. 3,585, p,
1480 And be adds: *The costof transmission lnepeases
with the length of the messsge und the distasce of its
transmisslon, though 1ol ing the samo proportion.” In
Belgiam am Switgsriand, the the two countries of Ea-
ropé where the oharges for telograph servion are lenst
the avernge distanes to whioh messnges are transmitte
18 50 mdles, but in the United Sgates the averags is fhree
hundred miles, *Tonscortain, therefore,” continues Mr,
Huhbard, * the cost in Ameriea, 1t will not Lo sate 1o add
loss than 50 per cont te the cost In Belginm for the exira
Jongth snd distancs;” which moderate  assumption
would give 27 7-10, currency, as the cost Lo the Govern-
ment of ench messsge transmitted, and lnvolving, on the
tiasts 0f 95 conts per messngo, & direet loas of 2 7.0 cents
on euch mwessage, 07 of §LOMMN0 por annuot ou the os-
timated volume of business, Lo this must be added the
annnal expenditure on acsount of axtenslons, Lmprove-
ments and repairs, also estimated by Mr. Hubbard nt
$2,600,000—making au anousl sggregate dellel or $5,
$00,000,

Hut it must be borne in mind that when Mr. Hubbard
takes the expertence of Belnnm o bis busis of com-
parison, hie selocts w eouutry which, if we exelude
swilzerlaud, ls aliogether excoptionsl in Edrops, aud
one tn which the wages of skilled labor, and the cost of
all the elements that enter luto telographie construetion
and joporation, touch a very low figure. And, as atrike
ingly Hlustrative of this exceptional character of Bal-
wium, we bave the fuet that while wages and the eost of
material are equally eheap, if not cheaper, in Bavarin
abd Austrin, the avorage cost of o telograplie mos<age
in the first of thcss countries s 22 cents gold, aod in the
|atter 57 cents, aud thot g neither Bavaris nor Austrin
do the total sununl recalpts from the Welegraph approxi-
muto the aggrognte annual requircments for lelographio
expenditoee; the deflelt in Bavaris for 150 having beon
75.1 per cent, and tn Anstris 289 por cent.  (Boe appondix
to the Review, marked B.) A more reasonabio estimuate
of the sversge cost of tratsmitting Government tele-
grams in the United Btates, fousded on Earopesn data,
woulil therefors, more probably give us 100, rutior than
60 per cent in exeess of the average of Belginm—
carrying up Mr, Hubbard's estimate of the oost of
each messacs from 27 7-10 centa to 56 2-10 cents, curreney;
and the loss en the spme from 2 7-10 eenuts 1o 11 410 sents,
or 8 2:10 conts on latest basis of 33 conts, advooated by
the Postmustor-General,  But this aversge is not so fuy-
orablo s hss been already attained to oy the Westera
Union Telegruph Company, when it operates under con-
ditions siwilar to those l:.‘(l:-‘l'.-lil¥l.!: Balgtinm, ngnely, over
Thmited areas, and throogh and betwesn dense centors of
popu'ation, the churge for n measaew from Now-York to
Hoston (4 distance of 24 miles), or beétWeeu Now-York
sud Philadelpliis, being at present but 50 cents cuirency,
with i re fuetion of one-lall for messagos transiuittod by
night. It is curtons to note, also, in this connection, how
DHFTOW is the targln between aurplus and deficit under
even Beltan conditions und economy. Tuus M. Vine
chont, the Director of Bolglan telegraphs, 1n o rocent ex-
libit of the 10 vears' experience of that kingdom, prior
to and including 150, shows that the exesas of recolpta
over expenditires during that tlme, for telegraphio
aperation cnuauuc:i?il and repatrs, Was only 34184
francs fllimn'n;, out of an kggregate of reccipts of 11,298,
773 francs, or at the rate of §11,600 per annutn. And that
tiis stoadl but favorshle annsl averago bas not since
Been maintained, 1s proved by the Belgian statisties of
1870 f(the last avatlable), which give an sgrregste of
210,054 telegraphic receipts, and £095,730 telegraphie ex-

sepditures ; and out of this Last sum only $18,000 is cred-

ted to conatruction and contingenclos.*

If we turn now to other countrles In which, although

1 all the advanteges of a strong centralized

rrupl#- of the Uniied Suates will pay, atfleast, o fulr mar-
;ut price for whatever they propose to take po n
Bat tow much will that price probably be |

1o wuswor Lo Lhis guestion wo luve, first, the result of
n@ investigation, suimnitted to o Salect Committee of the
Huuse of Keprescutatives on the Tvluuralph. by vardiner
G. Hubbard, esq., who, ws the prneipal sdvooute of a
compioy conteruplptiog o simiar purchase, would not
natarully prescat an exaggorated estimate, This gentlo-
wna's figures of the total primary cost lkely to pe in-

curred by the Governmwent, ss 4 cousequence of the
proposed ndoption of the telegraph, are as follows :
Hmes, $50,0000,000.

Estimale ol apbraissment of "“"““IP‘

flur with arefidetionof thy rate of charges, as pro-
posed under the Goveroment sy stem—namely, 25 couts
for APy 35 words—it 18 cortaln that the pnmber of dis-
patehes offsred for transmission would largely ineresse
and to weet this Iuerenase new facilities in the shape of
adiditional wires would be uecdod. Mr. Huoblnrd eati-
tisites sieh extensions as requiring 270,000 miles of new
wire, 4t & cost (nt §100 per miie) of §27,000,000, Mr. Orton
of thi Western Union, on the other hand, as the resuit of
the experionce of that Company, asy¥s 330,000 miles would
be weeded, ot a cost per wdle which will spproach much
closer to $160 rather chan §100. Then, agaiu, the bill for
welegraphio absorption by the Government, indorsed by
the Postmaster-Goneral, proposes to establish w tele-
gruph station in conncotion with every post-office in he
conutry, tho gross receipis of which for postiges are not
less thian §100 por auuai.  Tae estimate for such further
extension s fixod by Mr, Hubbard at #6,000,000 additional,
making the total irst wnd mislivam ¢ost Lo iin Govern-
wient of the proposed schome Dot less than $55,000,000),

It ahould, however, be stated that the -Postuiaster
Goueral, in his recent report, Deocmber, 1874, eXpresdns
an optuion, a8 o result of bls luvestigations, that o now
avstem of telegraph, * equal in extent to the present”
o, could be constructed by the Governmout for u total
cost of §11,580,000,  But the utter absurdity of this official
estimutle becowmes st onos apparent, whon It 4 con-
sidored that at least an eqoal su bas been axpeuded by
the various telegraph aod rallway companies for simply
w0 much of the existing telographic systam of the country
ns has been constrneted since the yoear 1968, sdik that the
oost of sueh iabor and materlal &s would be reqaired in
any new coustruction hos pot since experienced any
deciing, but, ou the coptrary, ln some respects hns been
nugmented.

In o report submitted to the Hounse of Represcntatives,
Diee, 30, 1874, the Committes on Appropristions, ou the
other hand, in discassing this suhjeel, nse the following
lunguage ;s " The purchase aud extension of lnes neoss-
sAry L0 transmit anoovally Lhe 0,000,000 1essages 000-
templated by the Postinsater-General would lnvoelve the
pecesstty for appropriatious or a bonded indebtodness
which bias been estimated to equal, at Teast, $75,000,000."

To meet now the probable targe expeuditure which
woulid be necessary, s uew nationn loan would tierefore
lhave to be nuthortsed ; the Government would be ngmin
pinced 1 the position of & borrower; the whole necessi-
tatine & new lksao of bomds, new syndicates, new suapi-
eious of amrmuu and Fodoral patrovage, sud commis.
slous, and an unavoldable further continaance of that
interferenoe with the fluancial Interests of the country
winel hus wlready given to the Treasury Departinent s
power sud an infnenve witieh the frawers of the Consti-
titlon nover auticlpated or Intended.  And s Hlustrat-
jog further how one iutorfereuce by the Goveromeut
with Dusiness that doss not legitimately partain to it natu-
raliy tends to suggeat and open the wiy for another, it
way be meotwoned that it bas been pfuj;: (unofi-
oinily) to estdblish savings banks all over thefvonntry in
cunnection with the Post-Office, and thow uss the de
posita o :h-rtuf the expenses of lelegraphie purclases
aud coustructions—a schvme which has the taing of
swall, if not of fraudulent specuistion, which involyes
the dispensing of new patronage, and which wouald un-

lonbtedly cost the Government fut wore thau any loan

to 1872, the amount padd iu dividends to stockbolders In
the telograph companies of the United States has been
wbout gve milllons, or leas than len per cemt on thelr
srosenl ECtpSate stock caplital, estituated at $60,000,000.
118 bo watd that the actnal value of the franchises aud
property of the severul oompanios Ls less than Lo par
valne of thelr stock, atteution Is aaked to Lhe clrenm-
ptanee that the Governmest of Gevst Britain, three

surs ako, pald more than thirty-seven millions In gold
i:r naystews of telogrnphs in that country, nsentuua
9,760 miles of Mue aod 3,000 ofioes, as compared with

irescnt o sgate In the Unifed States of 50,000 wilea of
e and €930 ofices. Ose millivu of dollars per auuuw
Al would be ten per cent—the rate contewplated in

r. Hubbard's bill—un ten milllons of capliial; but this
15 lems by two millions thio the suw aetwally expended
by the telegraph companies of the Udited Btates, inde-
iwmhnﬂ; of of in connection with ratlrosds, durlug the

it could otherwise negotinta,

It is also » matter of interest to review, in this con-
ueetion, the recent exporienos of 80 practical a nation
s Great Britain in absorbing by ﬂemm the tele-
graphic system of that country.  When the project was
first Lrought before Parlimmont, the estimate of cost
fouuded on the judgment of experts, wos "““Mi
yosrs' purchass™” of the uet profits of the several Britis
Compiiiies for the years 1967-8, predicated in the aggre-
rate at £2,200,000 or $11,000,000; but when the contract
wis once made, and the actual resulls dstermined, it
wus found that the Governuent had in reality obligated
itsclf to an expenditure ot £7,618,956, or nearly forly

wiillionas of dollars.

Second : 1u the bill reported by the Hon. C. C, Wash-
burn from the Select Commitiee of the House*on the
Telegraph, July, 1870, and which, at the time wentioned
and subsequently, received the approval of the Post-

Uitloe Departuieat, the rate for wileh the Government

ast sl years, for luprovements and eoustruction. Aud
i it be repik to this, Bleo, tbut the t de-
riyed from soeipts  snd :&uudm in improve-
ents and copstrivtion repr@outs profits equally
with  the  dividends Id  directly to  the
stockboluers, 1t is o good aud sutlicient suswer tist, U it
b #0, AL is profit that up to the preseut time bas secrued
wholly to the pablic aud uot to the stockholders, sod that
for g Indetinile futire a large sovusl exponditure far
simiier purposes will be absolutely indispensable to meot
e detasas of an lucreasiug population and new areas
of wrritorial sceupation.  Tuat the conpanies have been
wilting 1o exercise this forboarauce of any imgediste
reiurns from thels Investsonts through an ex tlon
of large future gains, us the covntry ineroases in wealth
wndl populativn, ey be regarded as o correct ssump-
Uow ; but the feet tihat thus is so, would certainly sesm
to consiitute (o itself & valid bar to any immediste de
mand for & chatge ou the part of a publie which, for the
t nt least, is profitivg exciusively from such for-
m'c. But be this 88 it may, it 18 & wmstier of oer-
tsinty that the, capital luvested in telographs in the
United States I8 Dol now, sod for the lust Wix years has
ot been, i the receipt of adequate compensation ; that
oy profit upder the uc!;ml schets will be 1opos-
pitie; and under the Hubbard bill, except st the ex-
rc-wl the Lovermweul, & malter ¥ prob-
alalical

As » further fllustration of this position, take the
fiusnoinl exbibit of the Westeru Union  Telegraph Cowm-
for the year euding Juno 90, 1872 Uross reoe
e &40 po vend 08 & Shpeialof

1, 92,790,708, or & of it

prup 1 to undertake thy transmission of MOssagid Wal
25 centa for each 20 words or toauf“m' for all distanecs
wituiu the territory of the Uni states. The opipion
of Mr. Urton, Mr, Prescott, Mr. Hubburd, snd alibost
every other person who had made study of the telegraph
in the United Biates o ':reumt , Was, Bowever, to the
effeot that the sum uamed could nat by any aibllity
relmburse the Post-Otlive Department for the expeuse of

ué-cnuug the telegraph as o aystem, to say nothing of
the interest on the original purchase and investment,
Mr. Washbarn, ws the resalt of his investigations (clalmed

tu be wost thorough), tho differentiy, and in his re-
purt use of the followlng lavguage: * The Com-
mittes do pot expoot that on exireme distances the
luw rate of 30 or 28 cents will be self-Sustaining, but they
do expeot thut wll such differences will be mads up on
ghorter lovs,"” and * they have made n calculation, d
on reliable estimates, showing a swaull profit.” (Report
H. R No. 4,505, p. 34,0 And agaln, on page 5 of the bame
report, Mr. Washburn ungualiiedly ssser s *that by
Governnent LANALmONG vonusdtion with tho
postal service o large saving can bo mwade i expensos,
und & reliable system biished, which, st & owniform
rute of 38 gents for any distauce, will bo sell-sustalping.”
And yet, notwithstauding these caleulntions, ' on
reliable estimates,” we find the Postmaster-General, ns
the resnit of two years' sdditionsl experisnee, now pro-
posing that the Governmont rate at the outact shall be
4 cents, to bo reduced, sfter 8 ' thorough renovation of
the lines," Lo 30 cents, It ls, therefore, obviocas that the
sssuoption of the Postmaster-General, If ocorreot now,
piucos Mr. Wasbburs in the position of urging In 180 a
schise upon Congrosa, ** based upon relinbie estimntes,”
which, if adopted, would have entalled upon the Guv-
ernmont an aversgo loss of from & o 1§ contd on every

tolegraphic mssage of which It uuderivok Lhe traus-
misslon.

CHEAP TELEGRAPHIC BERVICE UNDER TIHE GOVERNMENT
AND INCEEASED TAKATION OF THUE VBOPLE CORBELA-
TIVE. -

But that the Idea of makiug the telograpl, suy more
than the Post-Ofloe, seltaupporting in the bands of the
Government does not really suter fnto the plans of those
who sdvocate the scheme of Fedoral tuterferonos, it 1s to

be oalled to mind that, In one of the sarliest bills b
pefore Congress and earvestly ldtwu:;. mu:cl;?m:
reported Ly the Hon, B, Grats Brown lu 1555, It was seri-
S e Piings And work thess ih souarosion uah ths
nt & uniform rate of t.hmu:::p:: s

!

people of the United T tel
a‘:ﬂu unm&nﬂnundu ':'tu:o 3
maud that the veratont 1 san
to tho wiready bhoavy burden of taxes on the
poople & large addiu i ordsr thst wo

tr;un-.muunl.. Lt wame syatem, economy and jotelli-
gonce which charasoterizo Beiginm du net prevadl, tbhs
reaulta of telegraphle operation under the exclusive
auspioes of the State are much more signiticant, ‘Thus,
ineluding in the sunnal exponditare the sums dishuresed
for constractions awd Pepuirs, as'well as for operating,
the ?uwuuu for the year L&, exiibit thoe followlag
Tesalts:

NORTH GERMANT.—Recoipta, §1,020501 ; expenditares,
$1.720,465 ; dedeit, B106,218, or A1 per cent.

BAVARIA.~Rocolpts, $162,348; cxpenditiores, §294.815 ;
deticit, $132.887, or 75.1 per cent.

DESMARK.~—ecaipts, §14,350 ; expenditares, $113,640 ;
detlols, 8.4 per cont,

BraiN.—Receipts, §252,540 ;Jexpenditures, §515,100; de-
fheit, 145 pur cent,

AUsTiIA—Receipts, §929,221 ; expenditures, $1375.407 ;
detivit, 212 per cent,

1o Great Britain, where the Governmstital system is
clatmed to be n stocess, the Hacal exiubit of Wwlegraphie
wervice  for thoe fourteen months privr w March,

1571, was as  follows: Total  reeciprs, £708 550
(83, 092,009) | total expanditures, (6,086, -
$is);  detleit, £509.309 (EL00H,043). expuotidi-

tures hers are  retorned in two  olassed, namsiy,
capital expenditnre, £096,504, and working expend|ture,
E470,405 ; but under the noad of the former s invloded an
expeuditure of £346,449 for poles, ur s, wires, lnsulators,
instruments, batteries sod tools; and also the sam of
£477.440 for angiueoring, salaries, alteration of huildiogs,
exninlulug accounts, law expeuses, telegraphie instrae-
tion, and the like—all of which would secin (o De ganu-
ally oasantial to the workiog of a system as larde as that
of Great Britain, so long as it b= matotaioed i a coudi
tion of effoctiveness.

Of other telegraphie systems under Government con-
trol, those of Huneary, Norway, Swedon, Hollawd, Por-
tugnl, Boumunia, the  Indo-European Line, and the lines
of Brittsh lndia, all in Hks manner exhibit, for the year
1870, 0 deficit of receipts ascompared with expenditores ;
while anly in Russis (where to average charge for the
transmission of messages 14 §1 52), Belgium, swilserland,
Italy, and Turkey, is there a claln prefereed that the
anbual receipis troim messages are ogqu ol Lo ur in exocss
of the cxpanditures necessary o Work, maintaly or ex-
tend the lines negoasary to teansmit them ¢

With such evidenco tlustrative of givornmental man-
ggetment of the telegraph in the Old World, what must
Iar the economieal ¥ Its of » simllar system In the
United tes, where the Government, as a general rale,
nlways pays from tweniy to Aty per cent more for what-
wver it purchsses, in the way of servics of material,
than private citizens; and whers, with the possible ex-
ception of the manufacture of small arms, ne work thst
it bs ever undertakon, from the building of aahip to
thn rrlu!mg of & book, compares favorably o paunt of
quality and  economy with the siwilar work of bdivid-
uals ! “The total deficlency of alx mwilllons, which Mr,
Hulibard estimatas the people most be anoually called
upon to pay by taxation, under Mr, Washburn's bill, for
the Juxury of having the Government own tho tele-
graph, will, in all probabliity, have to b mmultiplied b
two—possibly by three—1o represent the figures which
will approximate the truth, aud all for the benefis of not
over one thirly second part ol our populition; that belug
the proportion which Mr. Palmery of the Comuitte on
Telegrapha, reported to the Ho of Reprosentatives,
a4 likely Lo use the telegraph ab the rale of thres mes-
sagoes por wonih, provided that, duder the reduction of
rates by the Government, ths whgle number of messages
should Increnss to the axtent of $0K000 per annum. |

1t way be, however, that to some the addition of sir,
twelve, or even cighteen millions o A present wonuml na-
tional expenditure of about three hnndred pillllons, will
appear logigoitioant in comparison with the resplts
promised or anticipated, 1f thero be snoh, the startling
1ot is commended to thelr attention, that ot the present
time the ratio of inerease in our utmunl axpenilitures
for what muy be called the civjl kervios, 18 it axoess of
that of any ofgthe Governments of the Old World—and
sinee 1864 nas boon, on the aversge, i excoss of eight per
cent per angium, while during the samo period the ratio
of lnere“xl population hus not been equal to thres per
cent per annuun, And also as ilustratiog the influsnce
of the present burden of taxstion on the stricuy aerigul-
tural interosts, the facts hmmll out by recont luvesti-

tions In New-Hampshire, whith show that in ofi@ b1

la  most fertils and, B time, favor-

ably sltusted districts in respect to  marketa=—Hocking-
ham County—the present aversge punusl tax for Stat,
county, aud local parposes, apportioned to each farm
producing on an averadd an ahnual product of #es0 4, |s
whout 830, or, lnclgding  ustionnl taxes, direct and ju-
digect, approxima! ely‘%{uﬂ—-umms o contipued drorenss
n the value of all real property, and a steady decline in
population ; or that vther circumstance, that to-day the
fuiure title of no incousidernble part of the real eatate of
one entire Btate—Bouth Carolina—bids fair to be o title
derived from the Sherlft fer sales in defauit of ability on
the part of the Inndowners to puy the taxes Assesaed
upon them, Burely i view of suel tn_eu 4 Lhose, it s @
matter worthy of the most seridus eration of hoth
Congress and the people, whether © Are ANy eireuim-
ALanoes, short of preservation of the pational honor
or existence, which can justify the smallest partiele of
increase in the welght of nuy exiating national burden,

Tu oue respeet It wust be adimitted that the Foderal
Government would have advsutages in constrocting
telegraph Lines not ;'mmmd by individusls or ineorpo-
rated compnuies; for it could parchase its wire 6 por
cent cheaper ot the port of importation ; huve s poles
duliverod at 20 per cent loss on the borders ; and be freed
from the necessity of paying anuusl taxes and loenses
to the varions Btates and manleipaiitios. But what sort
of conglataney—or, 1o use & stronger word, ** deceney''—
is there in & Government justifying, on the grounds of
expedicney or necessity, the ‘continual Wupositioy and
msintensuce of suoh burdens on Its citizens, sud then
not only refuslog to be bound by them itsell, but even
plending toe privilege of such exemption a8 a good and
sufficlont reason why It should interfers with the busj-
ness of sach eitigous,

There 1s avother potnt of slmilar sigoifieance |y this
anme connection. Thus, for u period reseling back st
Ivast W the inerption of the war—the oue policy whicn
more than almost any other has charsoterised the -
eral Governmantgias heen that all legislation i b
1 the direction of mwaintaluing o MRber for the

s of labor in the United States thao is maintaiged
in ﬁumpe

Now, out of the whole amount paid by the Westorn

* M Jamar, Mislster of P W freent
aley makes this :ma:i-t.‘m: * aa?:q‘l. y’l:i‘::l.u'i“.ll:c Hulgiag Fo'h:
Kraphic drgtom has bees dimioisbed for several pears, and was Mduced 4o
" :; ;: wm:nm n.ln seqreely say prodt in (s
t Jaies Andecson, In & paper read hafore the Biatistiral Sorjer
Loadin, Juse, 1372, p e fullowing dputﬂm
o L suon (he G

di af the teleqraph during
LW i Wie foilowing Siates of Karope—ister cautiryet!
:qu . wol average u.unll u'pﬂ. wure for m‘mﬁr 1] “;‘.
l'n;'n.-!auﬂn. 1 Belginm, £1 Palgti
rﬂw»; lh;’i.l‘ o‘hu‘?::bh e lul).%ﬁ”&tﬁhﬂﬂ
g1z Vv &3 > gmh;. BT, Great Dries
{1 o), £57088; Greses, £11,608 Holland, £33677 Hyre
:,garm £13,009; states of the Cbarch, £147
: repurts. the lor number of messsgrs
ang year (1 nun-'b::ua-l nr"ﬂ mm::'“-r‘g
5 -t ".-Ml. i Wld 17% one talp-

L WA ATErNg casd Lo
of aboul 2] cetile) It iy fut tne
ple of this gieat bnies i parpose of relieving the pas

4 e Uovaramoud proposse b I0owr sy ax-
oeadibure of eror B9,000 ) par sioum. L "

m«br{ :nh:l(:f:, s operators, t further condewn In
practioe what it still jns in thoory.
THE QUESTION OF GOVERNMEST BFFICIENCY.

Third: But grauting that the proposition put forth by
the advorates of the absorption of the telegraph by the
Government be trus, numely, that the poople ure in
present and ureant aeed of choaper aud greater tole-
graphie factlitios, the question isa most ipertinent one,

whetler the ends sought for are in any degres likaly to
Iy sitaliend through the sagency of the Governtmeut !
That lucreassd cheapuesa bs only likely to be reschoed
upder Government, through inereased taxation, has

been alre demousizated ; U\n buw ﬁﬁ-ﬁ‘ grouter
effiglency ! To this quoestion s full and sul nt Ruswer
would seetn 1o be nﬁ! rded in the past sud preseat rocord

of the buslpess which Government has already mouopo-
lizod, Tako as oue illustration the Post-Offfeo |self—
the  departwent which now  proposcs to extend
ita  bosiuess by absorbing the telegraph.  Doss
not every one koow that o point of cllciency, trust-
worthilness, and attention Lo the interesta of the pub-
le, the Post-Oflee in the Uplted States 1s tar Inforior to
tie postal systems of Great Britain, Belgiom, or Hol-
land 1 Aro thore any towns lu Great Britain, of from 50
to 1,600 habitsnts, i the midst of 8 denssly populsted
district, whieh, ke similar towas in New-Eogland, huve
mnadl facilitios lmited to three times o week 1 Is there o
cuse parallel under auy of the wore bighly ¢ivilized gov-
eroments of tho world like that whiel vow, and for
yoars past, hos existed on the Pacifle const, of a whole
tommunlty conforuing to the strict letter of the law by
placing U, 5 postage stamp on their wors valuabla
jebterd, aud e, ol ewghit tnes sddibonal cost, contld-
ing the same letters toa private express company lor
tranamission and delivery ¥ What u conmentary on the
houosty of 1ts ofloluls, aod the ntegrity of ita civil ser-
vive, dives the Post-Office Dopartiosnt fieel! confess when
It suthorizes everywnere the publieation of the follow-
ing notles : “ Valwalble letters should ineariably be taken
fo the Posi-00ffee and registered. The rvegistry fee to all
pirlm uf whe Uniled Slakea o 156 cents” postage lu addi-
tion.

Postage ut one penny, and the abolitton of the frank-
Lag privilege, bocame eatablished facts fn Gread Britain
o (ar back as 15405 bt it wiss not uutld 1863, or & years
subsequent, that the Post-Oflice Department of the
United States conld soe (ts way clear to the adeption of
o uniform rate of three conts on every half ounce lstter
to all portions of i territory. Duriog the sesslon of
Cougress whiol adjonrsed In M‘,l{.: 1572, the use of the
so-called * postal-cards”—a roamdsbout devies fur affoet-
ing o reduction of postage without meeting the question
waniully, sbd withial equivalent to saying to the peuple
of the United States, “ Lf you will write your letters so
that the Post-Otiee offeinls may read them, the postage
ahall be one cent, but if otherwise, throe'' —was sutho-
rizod by Cougress; and yot up to the prosent writing,
Deocmber, 1872, the public have derlyed po beneflt from
the sauthorization; aud simply for the reason that the
experts of the Fost-OMcs Deparument, aftor a year or
wore deliberation oo the sulject, forgot to have the il
wecompanied with the esseutial provision of au appro=
priantion necessary to put the devies into operation.

Al what is true of the business of the Post-Offlee fa
true of the busingss of alwost every othor department
of Governmment ; the appratsoment of goods bablo to
cnstoms doties, the syatew of entrica and withdrowals,
ot dtorage in bowl, the mspection of vessals, the collee-
thon of custotos revense, iooall of which the sduinistra-
tion s Muperfect, and what (o most countries are obso-
Tote nws, socms always in the direction of needless ob-
struction and expense to the business Intervsta of the
coiiuuuity, aod rarely, i ever, o tue direction of scon-
omy and convenieneo ; added to all of which is o tacitly
recognized system of adin wtion betwean cltizons und
the severnl exocutive departments of the Governmant,
which in all questions of doubt uniformly applies the
bencft of the doubl to the Goveruweut, aud corely, i
ever, to the Tundividual,

In short, wore any individual or corporation to nnder-
take Lo do business in e satme dilatory, expensive sl
voxations method as the Goverwment of the United
States to-day discharges all of fta funechons having rela-
tion to the produetion, distribotion sl cousumption of
the conutey, thelr existence, so far sa publle patronage
was voncernod, wonld be exceedingly lonted : and yet
it I under jnst suel clretmstanees that the publie are
askod to serlously constder the expedieney of transfer-
ring the entire wlegraph system of the country to an
ugoncy whose preseut husiness capacily s utlorly inade-
quite to the proper disebarge of ts present busiycss
respuiiaibilities,

USBELIARILITY OF THE GOVERNMENT EATIMATES,

It {5 certain, turthormore, that it any admitionnl evl-
dence wias needed in support of these « I there
coulid be no bettor gald to search for it than in the sev-
eral reports which have been made in favor of the Gov-
erntment theory of the telegrapl, stneé ita original oon-
ception in this eountry and drst presentation to the

public; for no one can candidly examine these reports,
frow tho one made by tha Hon. B, Gratz Brown, In 1565,
down to the last Ly the present Postmnstor-Goenetal,
without being most patnfully lmpressod with o convie-
tion that the Governmeont 14 bolne wrged to tuke action
upon a most importaut, toauial, political and social
nestion, i respect to which ita advisers have only the
Host indetinite and joadequate wformation. Thus, o
1465, Mr. Grotz Brown advised three aents per messpee,
for sl distances throughout the United Ssates, as the
proper taril to be wdopted by the Governuent in
the operstion of the telegraph. Tu 1883, Mr. £. B.
Washturue proposed one cent  per word, exclusive
of dute, address and  signatore,  with  thres
conts for postzge, and two conts tor dillvery of onch
message, In 1850, Mr. C. ¢, Washburn woa contlilent,
o from & enleniation based on roliable estimatos,” that o
taritl of from 20 10 25 cents per piessage, inclusive of date,
adidress sod signature, wonkd affurd the Government a
small profit. In April, 1572, Mr, K. B, Lines of the i‘ost-
Otfice Department, in advocating the theory of Govern-
went swnersilp before the House Comuitice on Appto-
printions, exprosscd an opinlon that * pe reduction at all
shoulil be made nntil the Hoes b beon in possession of
the Govermment for at loast n year,” and that then dls-
eretion should be * left to the Postiwaster-Gooersl to
regulate the rute within certain lmits, accordiug to the
ooirse of business as shown by the books of the
Department” And now, in FDecember, 1571, comes
the Postmaster-General  hlmself with a proposition
to wake the rates st the outset thirty-taree ceuts
on all twenty-ove wonl messagea within the Uuited
States, nud * after the lUnes have been renovated," B0
conta, It i5 also to e uoted thst Mr. Hubbard, who first
propused 25 conts under bis aystew, for @ eircuil of 500
miles, now thinks 25 cents for o cirenit of 230 mlles o
ujt]f"‘,i‘flll!l‘.nt apaspmption. Now, (t shonld not be over-
Touked that vach of these geotlemen bas assued to
apeak with anthority derived from eareful investization,
and that all have professed eonfidence, bused on ** relin-
bl estlimates,” that i the Government shonld adopt the
rates by thea pecommended, the realization of a profdt
ou the Dusiness transacted would bé reasonably certaiu,
It is elear, therefore, that mmnhuﬁlv has blundered; but
ws the blunders lnvolve losses of only o few millions, and
that to the National Treasury, the mattor mny be pussed
wver In these days of large taxes and correspoalling
expendltures na of comparatively it consequence,

Cotung next to the report of the Postmastor-General
for Decembrr, 1872, we find that while ho has found suffl-
alent room to present to the American public extensive
talles of Europoan telegraphie statlstics, he has net
Iristt abile to atford & i1 the same report for the sta-
tistics of the nst yoor's bnsloess of the lsrgest vompany
inthe United States, which wers furntsbed promptly
and in detail to bim on urpltmuun. He lins, however,
furnished a tablo, professing to exhibit the condition of
the telegraph systems of the United States aud Eacope,
of which the following is & nl mmlf-nla $

Under the hmu:l u“mt ritaln will be mnm;::: fol-
lowing : * Co & relurng P i ¥ n. elng
been reeeived, the estimales of the British Post-Office for the
year ending March 31, 1573, e wsed instead ;" wnd this i
the fuce of the fact that complete returns of the Britlsh
Giovernwent system for the drst forween mouths of its
existence were officially published in the 8 of 1871,
ani have ever since been readily acecasible

Throaghout the whole of this table, moreover, there
runa the twlstake of adoping ene stundard of compari-
son for stating the telegraph business of Eumire. and
another and different one for stating tho telegraph
business of the United States, Thus, while fu the United
Alalgs 8 Mmesssge 1y anl‘{ counted once, whether it s
transmitted one huudred or one thousaud imiles, 1t
{s eounted in Europe over and over n In ench petty
State throogh which it is transmitted. Tu tiia manner
the sppareat nuiaber of s Lo Europe is groatly
{ucreased shove ""i: 1w nf l}v W?m»d; aud
by niot recognizing this fact [ DRtIARLEeY-

nersl are made to present statemonts that, o say the
Joast, will not sustain inveatigation. Thus, for example,
the average receipt for messages in Bavaria, for 1870, is
statod by the Postmuster-General to be sixiecu cents;
but th!il il m’mrﬁ otlﬂanﬂ? for the “l;n;. jlr:ar s:'\eu
fullowing ures; Interna U tiar-
mwal, 197,010 ; total, 462,186, The receipls belng §162,-
243, the average per message of very kind was, therefors,
not 16 but 32 -1, But by jocluding i the sgeregate 210,092
receyyed Wessages, 113,007 (ranalt and 85,090 free
messfges, the Postmaster-General's table gawells the
totsl number of messages to 1,010,176, and thus reduces
flae ayerage from thirty-two to sixtesu cents,

1o Baden, sccordiug to Mr, Creswell's table, there were
transmitted, ln 1870, 620,901 messages for $35,008, helng an
v of 13 centa per message : while the sctusl num-
ber of neasnges sent tn that country, exelusive of Gov-
ernment mmf'm. Was 3374415 aud had Mr, Creswel
lad hefore bilm the * Tari tiénéral des nee
14 iques,” publis ot Berne in 1809, by the Con-
vention ’lvlemvlll'l':ﬂ h!: nal—and

uternatio without
which lmportaut tab wonis of nformation wust
have been lh:ﬂl.ln.:‘ly

deflelont—he woald have road that

whieh au internsl message can ha
weut within snll Btate of Haden s eighteon kreat
sers for ten words ; or ot nw rate of 2.4 couts for twenty
words, wiile for luternational messages suotbivr and
still bigher rate is sdopted. -

In Italy, also, sccording the Postmaster-Goneral's
table, thore were travsmitiod, o 1870, L376,119 mesaages,
apon which the tolls awounted to #4525, waking au
aborngo rate Er message, as stated In the wable, of
tolrty-two cents; but which, secordiug to the ordinary
rulos of arithwctic, sbvuld give thirty-ulue sud vight-

T INesARO,

o miin u{;;rct of the Postmaster-General, In common
il tho other advocates of the propossd plan of
nt « Into sbhow thad the rates for
oorﬂ:lpnnd;sm-e lu the United Bustes are, as

d with those of Earope, extremsly and unneces-
y bigh but they eithor omit or fall 1o give promi-
nenve 1o two u-m-n. whilch are absolutely easen-
tial to the determiuatiou of any correct mclu'gu The
ot Cheses 1, " Uhnt whilo thire are i niﬂm
one ki there ure in Barope

b are

co

Htates but

Craieie " Tho luleThal Miawsaqus aro thoss WIS

are w

B eimitted, received sud deltvered o the xiin: country.
The inte AR Are Sinse AFD trans-
miited PO one countey luto anctber.  The trauslt mos
mages 0re those which are neither seut por pecelved
o country in which they are reckousd, ht&umﬁ
shot through it in M“L one Hial Lo 3

way like Buvaria, Bolginm, Hadon, rtg.,
w really but » small number of wessagos, wro
L ablo Lo sbow AU wpoarcatly large wunsel trafilo, Couo-

indepenident tel systam, anid fix tho rates for mies-
anm-melu; wi Ler own torritory st the Bolglan
tate of ten conta, and then charge twenly cents for eve

i paasing throngh her territory, The resuo t
very favorable to the flnanees of New-Jersey,
s the tax upon the correspotdence bolweel ilgw-'[nrt
and Washington aloue wouil wore thai pay the eatire
cout of her own system."

Tue seoond cirontstance, to which the advoeates of the
Government th fall to glve prowminenoce, is tho difler-
onea In the relaflve eost of the Lelographic systeéms
of Europe and 1he United Sia - dliftrence which may
e alugnwur esprinscd b sdying that, as s general
thing, Owing to the distancos in tbhe density of pepula-
tinn and area of geographical occupation, it requires the
consteuction of ten miles of wire in the United States to
one in Earope to do the sama bisiness, and that the cost
of everything ta the United Ststes, lu the way of tele-
grapbie coustruetion and operstion, 13 on_an averse,
1ull fitty per cent greator thian in Europe. How entirely,
however, the Postinaster-Geuoral puls s different cow-
plexion on this st proposition is evid d by the atate-
went of lus tables, that while the cost of constructing
euch wile of telegraph lipe dn the United States s $130,
and of eneh mite of wire §0, the cost in Greal Britain Is
§104 for each mile of lge, aud #4122 for each mile of wire,*

To show now tho unrelisbillty of all this, It s only
necessury to call to mind that the greater poriion of the
telograph wire used in the United States 18 mnde In Eng-
land, and that England 18 to-day the cheapest plnoo i
the world in witel wire cau_bs purchased—tie relative
sont of Nu, 8 * extra best best " galvanized ron wire belng
nt present 6§ cents gold 1 Manchester, anid 10§ ornta eur
resey 6 New-York; snd, ulso, thst not s little of Lhe
wire now in e 1o the United States, erected during the
war, s cost, from causes over which the telegr
companies coitld bave uo control, as much as twonty
cents per pound ; und that if the United States Govern-
WL Webe Do W th construet new lines, it would find thast
the slmiple couveyance of the wire to not a few locali-
ties wonld require an expenditure equal, or more than
equal, to what the wire ulgslnlll coat st the port of hn-
portation. The supossibility of luatituting u faie com-
parison—such as Mr, Oreswell attompts—belwoen Lhe
eostof telegraph lines n Burope and the Unitod States, |s
further shown by the fuct that while the siges of telegraph
wire used i tho United states am of 6, 7, 8 and § gao
(uone buing ewployed smaller than the latter), the wire
wsed very largely in Egrope 18'0f No, 11 gangs, welghing
but ons-balf ns wouch 8 No. 8, and vosting propor-
tiountely less, No, 6 wire, of which there 18 & consider-
able amwonnt vsed io this country, welgha 5% pounds per
mile,sand costs 357 735 pee wile, delivered 1o the City of
Now-York. No, 8 wite wolghs, in round nnmbers, ¢
pouuds per mile, and, at 104 cenla per poumd, costs §l

Wer i, No. 9, the smallest wire used lo this country
or telegraph Hoea, welghs 340 pounds per mile, und vosts,
ot the plice of fmporistion, &5 70 per wile. It
y, somewhat difficult (o see how it is that Mr,

able to state that wire costing from &5 70 Lo
57 78 por e at the place of fmportation, can be trans-
ported sl over this broad continent, snd erected along
the Hoes of the raliway and post romis, 8> an average
cost of por e, o say bothing uf the lusulators,
cross-arms, and other appurtensnces necessary to lts
s ntensnoe snd operaion

In the United States, sccording to Mr. Creawall's
tahles, the whole nuwber of wesssges transmitted by all
the telegraph companies doing business o 1873, was
13,700,000 (ineludlng nearly 2,000,000 press messages), for
whieh the receipts were §9,690,000, or at an average of 70
crnts por message. Bt o the stebistios turashed o the
Postmaster-Generul by the Western Union Telegruph
Company (but not pubilshed) it was shown that this sin-
glo compuny (ramsnitted, i 1508 10,080,015 wessnges,
cxclusive of pross suml weather réports, lor which was
recelved §7,040,308 53, loas §200,008 75 refunded to other
lines and unvollostable ; or, $5,520,407 76, boing nn aver-
e of 62 colls per messnoe ; und for the transmission of
1,612,361 estinated press messnges, 979,08 71, making s
total of 14,645,100 iessnges, and §,799,401 49 {u tolograph
recgipts,  Now, deducting the messages sent by the
Western Undon Company from the total number stated
in Mr. Cresweli's tabls as having been sont by all the
eompanies in the United States, uud deducting also the
telegraph recelpts of this company from the total tisle-
graph receipts of all the lines, we have the following
uioat ourions and relmarkable result, namely : that the
several lines in the United States, in opposition to the
Western Unlon, sent during the year but 1,253,501 toes-
snyes (01 whioh nearly 500,000 were pross messages), for
whieh they reccived $1,790,608 61, belug su average of
§1 42 per wessnga. But us the various opposition lines
extend mainly over short routss, whore competition s
suppossd to have redoced the rates to o minimin, the
vaine and lugloal correctuess of Mr, Creawell's extglat
begoie sufflelently evident,

The p'n-m:fnmmun:mu of tho Postwmaster-Genernl in
Alseunsling tits whols suliject is also shown in the manuer
in which be rofers to o ecent communiostion ade te
the Postmsster-Goperal of Caoada, by the President of
the Montreal Tolegraph Company, I relevence te the
yevont wdoption in the * Dombinon of Cunada,’” of a am.
form tacif of * 25 centa for 10 words, and oue eent for
vl subsequent word, ierespoctive of place or distance "
-1 rute which at Arst glince seemws to bo very low, bt
which on 45 words, the proposed standard of the United
States Governmoent, would be 0 cents. From this Mr.
Ureswell, as will be seeh by reforonce to page 79 of his
repork, quotes In shis argument only 8o much as passcs
fur an Indorsoment of the views which lie destres may be
acceptisd by Congress amd the country ; amd omits the
following, of much greater signiicance: * It will be
necesaary for you, however, to remind the Post-
mostor-Gensral of  the United States that, though
this system bhas  Dbeeu  entirely  succesafol bere,
it eoulld scarcoly  be  pub  in operation  in the
United States, except under the control of the General
Gevernment, owlng to the ouerous charges to which the
business thereds sulgeet, Telegraph wire and all other
material wsed in telograpling sre admitted into Canada
fron of duty, hut are subject o the United States to
heayy duties, averaging probably 6o to 10 per cent. Tue
expenses of lving being greater in the United States
than b Cannda, saalarles are necessarily blgher. Taxu-
tion i also more burdensome, and every article lo use
i dearer, 1015 trie that agninst this muat be placed the
more dense and probably more active population of the
Unlted Staies, snd the lieger smount of busitiess trins-
acted ; but the distances are o aroat that T doubt if o
nnlform 25 cent tariff (* 4, e, for 10 words, or 40 cents for
a5 woeds ') all over the country would malutaln the
business i an eMclent manner ot present,”

In o subsequent paragraph the writer expresses an
opinion that the Canmda rate—i, e, 40 ceuts for 25 words
—may, in the conrse of i few years in the United States,
throngh an lneresss of business, * beécowe self-support-
ing ;" but if this should be the case, it s not altogether
probable, in view of the very groat reductions made by
thie Western Unlon sinee 1863, that such o result will be
wttarned equally sovn, if not soover, by this compuany
than by u Government Departinent, which could not see
its way to n uniform rate of mnl.nﬁ:dunﬂ! Gireat Britain
had for wore than %0 years furnis an example, and
which even now expends, in the chy of New-Urleans,
Slee conts in the delivery of ench single letter, widch
winy be earrled from suy point in the Unleed States to
thut eity for the suw of ¢ centa,

Ope other matter mads wuch of by the Postmastar-
Goueral In his report may also be appropriately notieed
in this connection, namely—the alleged * enormous and
dsneerous” sbuse of the * free message busiuess.” 1
the Postunsster-Geoeral had taken the wrouble to logulre,
inatend of trusting hearsay and rumor, he would have
found thut for the last flscal year the whole nutmber of
free messages transmitted over the wires of tho West.
oru Union, would, it i for at regular rates, bave re-
turned the sup of §750,000, Such o result on Its face is
unguestionably somewhat startiing ; but (s importanes
viaulshies 0 view of the furcher stat nt, bl
froue the buuks of the comwpany. that out of this large -

* I a note st the bottom of the Postmaster-Groeral's Lables It la stated
thut the cont of the lines and appamius of the English linss ($154) ts
 matimated at the aversge of Uontineotal lues; ' bub if referoode is made
o the sstumated cost of Coutinestal lines o the same table, the sus
given will be foand to be #1390 T2, and not 164

1 The Gillwing analyais of the Postmaster Goneral's estimate of the
past and proapeetive cost of the telegrapl system of the countey la cupled
troan The Jowrnal of the | r

The majority of lines (u this coentry,” sars My, Croawell, *' have
bess bullt very choaaply ; their entire oost, {nelding patents, belug prot-
ably much leas than 10,000,000, [hats in pomession of Uhis Department
shw that masy lnes have been lately built, probably ot the best
qualiay, hat fully wp to the average standand, for uat more S5 per
mibie of single wire loe, and $30 per mile of additional wiee.  For equip-
mens ap slowates of B3 per mile s nmple,  Were all the wires to be
strang ab the same tme. o8 they would be wers the present apstem to bo

plb d by the G tha eowt would vmm; e much less,
Tl cosk of & new syslem, equal iy exieal Lo tbe presest, would, st e
above rates, Lo & 11 580,000,

The ertent of the systen Me. Creawel) states eoald be repro-
Aoed ab & cost of 811,000,000 embraces shoul 50,000 miles of lime sud
200,000 wlies of wire,

only estimat panving the P nl's Report,
guing Lo abow the cosh of comstritng & simiiar srstem o the United
States, i oue feuished by M. Charles T, Chester of thls elty, Tu this
enttmate Me. Chester gives the ennt of wtructing 76,000 miles of Hne
wud 135,000 miles of wire, inclading at$ 10,230,020 provided
the wire ba imporiad free qf duly, Is estimate, which, by the way, b
not footed in Mr. Crencelle report, does ot juclode eables for river
o of which the Western Uniou Cutmpany, sloae, bas 1 operatinn

TG allen

I!r. hester by schleval some notoriety s the mannfacturer of &
eartain sivie of telegraginn apparatus, but, we bolieve, has pever had any
etperionee in ronsbiucing b qzlupa lines, with the siogle excaption of
the fre alarm telegraph of the Uity of New-York,  This sysiem ls em-
braced in the follow lug inventors, for which we ame indebied 1o e
Prosident of tie New-York Fire Departmont;
INTRSTORY 0F LINGE AND APPARATYS BALONGING TO THE NEW-TORK

FiRE DECAMTHENT

625 Miles of wire,
2,550 Telegraph poles
2,0 Peet of somarioe eable
i pireet lutes
M Gionet

6 hals
Al Keys and helle
L18¢ Cells of batterr,
Raearding

For the construetivg sad wreem w
remilered m" ln;nln lhw":r'i"‘m“:;mn mt“lhll: M
BRIy o By

ow, i i -
. .“m'm'ﬂlil‘luh re cusle Bad0.000, len 175,000 wiies
ﬁa;-u.u.:l‘il.uml,n.m
| however, we supposs thal the satimate which Mr, (heat, 3
dared to the Postmasiar-twnersl is & comreet one, a0 that I'-;T{E*ﬂ“-rlel:l
:;mm ph wiro conls but @40 2500605, theu 69 miles would cosl #nly
Vibyoni: 10,95 82542563 187,

ailea
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against the absorption and coutrol of the telegraph by
the Government Is to be found in the fact that the sdop-
tion of sueh & polley Is in direet autagouism with and
deatructive of the fundamental principles upon which

tho Government itsclf baa been eetablisned, We
are & nation of forty wmillions, made up of indi-
viduals representing  almost ¢ ustionality
aud homan  vanety, ond Ineroasl at such &
tlo  as  will ve ua ot tho close of the .::
ent century, or within s of 30 yehrs, & popil
approximatiog s hundes milllona, aroa of country
{nhabited embracos extremes of over 1,000 miles 1n direct
dlatauce ; while the diveraity of oharsctor and intorest
among the of the different sections, gowlu Y
of differences of soil, elimate, pursulls, and cducation, s
aven groater comparatively than the distances m
thay are separated. Language excapted, the
Bates of ki do not ditfer s0 wuch swong temsel ves
as New-York ?aﬂm to-aay from Texnsor Bouth Caroline

m California, Tho problem of greatest moment,
therefore, presanted to s as o nation, I8 to harmonize
these varied and coufll inteeests, and to unlte them
all under one firm and stable Government, The solution
of asimilat problem has been easayed before—in
Roe and in wodern Aastrin snd Hussa—ander eondi-
tlows of the most centrallzed lmg‘umdum; but its ab
tempt under & republie with nofve 1 suffrage and with
1o standing army s something for which, apart from one
own experience, there has hooh no t for success,
Whethse those who frawed our Coustitution were men
of superior wisdom, and clearly foresaw the conditions
under which thelr work wua to bo tested, {8 & matter
whicl 18 hern unneesssary to disouss; but that they
originated of adopted the only theory uader whiely
through resognitlon, our past suceess has been mal
dependsnt, sseims cortain; and that was, that while 1t
the essential feature of every lmperisl and een
Ruvernment o thiok for, not Lor, s, as far as pusaibley
direct Lhe purauits and even the erosds and amussments
of the people, 1t 14, on the contriry, thi ssaciee of B e
publie, composed of & unton of aeparats inde peudent
Statea, to concern iaelf aa ltle s pussile with the in-
ternsl affairs of the nation, and to do nothing whataver
for the peapls whieh the peole are willing or capable ol
dolnig tor themspives, And if this theory be corrool, tha
vunoinsion is icrealatiblo that o re like the one con-
temptated, of absorbing and operatiog the telegraph :i
the Govertinent {5 o atep away from republicanism o
toward nnperialism, to be especiaily resusted by all thosa
who believe that whatever ro laof danger throstou
fug the vitality of onr stitutions 15 due nnmlf' to
tendency ot the Fadernl Government to enlargs the
sphers of 1ts funetions, sod to exerciss powers Lk Were
origiually nover iutrusted w ik

INUREASE OF FEDERAL PATRONAGE.

The inerease of Federal patronage iucilent to the
sdoption of the weasure under constleration conatitules
s further wost striking Hlustretion o the  seos
Mrection. The number of officers and sgouts, othe
than soldiers and satlors, and employés tn Government
workshops, who are at preseut in direot reccipt of oo
pensation for services frow the Natiooal Troasury o
estimated st upward of £0,000—the uuwber uﬁg:?mx.
in thie Post-Ofics Departoient alone belog 44,855 all of
whot, wid 6% maty others us hy redson of soclal rels
tions Lave B cowiwduity of interest, together with nk
such as wpder our system of * rotation iu ofice " are ex
pretanta of offce, muy, as all experienuce shows, T
relisil on to support suy polloy or sny nomination wiieh
suy sdministration controlling their official eXistonce
way Tavor under plea of public utility or Docossily. L
this the atory of che * Plebisaita in France; the sub-
servienoy of sl Feder offleisls prior to the rebailion
to the interests of Slavery, sud the ¢ xperionos of all our
recent Presdential eleotions, ave iu tucmsoives sullivioat
of llustration and evideove,

Under such clroumstances 1618 now propoie 1 to sug
ment tie pumber of recipients of Foderal pluviage so
carding to the tullowlug approximate vslimate 1

The namber of porsons st present in the excluaive sor
vive of the Weatern Union sad other telexraph com
panies, lu the capacity of operatasd, clerks, lassen gers
sujpariutendonts, coutractors, ropaleers, 8 over
10,000—s number wuch smaller than it would be, were
there not such & co-operation of servioes sud proprietor
ship between the lesdiug lines of rallway and the tale
xrapl as admlts of the employmontof railrgad oflioiala
by the latter at lktle or no expeuse, as o raor M
piirers. But under the proposed Fed avutam all o
this eeonomy of copart nnrnr.lhp must disappear, for, ua 8
recent report of bie Post-Otftlee Commitice of the House
of Hepresentatives has it, * the fanctions of the Govoern
ment are exelnslve, and whensver it formally under
LaKos AnY SECVIGe, As Proper W e oXercisod by i, private
partics must negesaarily bo caciuded fovw e porloray
ance of the saine service.”

Again, an essentisl feature of the Govornment scheme
te bhit the Post-Ofios Departmint shall, a4 soon se
practicable, estnblisa o telograph offfee at ever post-
office 1n the United States the gross recoipts of which
ars ot less than $100 per snnum, to be sccompanied by
» froe delivery by carriaes of all messages within a eir-
owit of two wiles iu dismeter, whick {roe delivery, 1o the
case of letters, now us to less than 100 oifices in
the whole mfm-y

ne namber of post-offices whose
anpual feceipts are of the smwount above specitiod s st
prescnt about 12,000 ; and as it ia Dot unreasouable te
esthste that If the average vumber of Federal tole
wrnpliic employfs, at the outset was not two to eaok
willce—an operstor and & messonger—it would not be
Ioug before at loast that nuwber would bo regarded as
the lowest atandard of Governmental necessity,

Thut, in the course of time, the offos of  postmaste
and telegraph operator wonld, In mavy swall towns
cowe to e tiled by one and the same person, thus redw
elog the number of dditional employes 1 such places
to n messenger and ocvadional repatrer, is not unlikely
but that, in view of the pressore incldeut to Ame
pulitics ti create snd maintain oflices for political rem
sons, any anell practios la lkely to become general, b
something sitogether improbable ; and, as showing fur
ther how unmistakably the drife of political manage
went s 4t presont i Pespock W suoh mstiers, the (ollow-
ing meldont may be related ; During the past Suimme
an applieation was made to one of the Bureaus of th
Grovernment, uaving in charge 8 branch of wanufactur
lug, to purclase and introduce & new labor-saving e
ehine, which private enterprise wias overy whers adopt
Ing. e propositi Wik lined for t Yery same
rewson that It was made—nawely, that it would occamon
wreduction n the number of Lhose recolviog cmploy.
ment, the offioer 1o chaege adiding that the poliey foreed
upon him was to employ as wany, and vot a3 fow men

e, aud that any deviation from it would occasion

1 aLnoysnce, sud biy & forfeiture of his situstion

It wiil also suggost Itsolf that whatever u
likoly to be galned from the employment of postuasters
iu amall towns as telegraph operators, 1a likely to be fu
more than compeunsated by the very great lnorcase of
foree uecessary to meet the uirements contingont ow
the expectod tnereass of business under Governmend
rubes il ut. This 1 Postmast
Geueral thinks would, after oue year, bofrom 13,700,000
messseea (the present estimate) to 30,000,000, Mr, Wash
buarn sod otliers say 40,000,000; while the cxperienoce of
the Western Upion shews that for overy aduifional 00
medsagua per diay passing between auy two points there
must be gu additional wire, and an entird new set o1 op
urators wid messengerd.

It ia, therefore, sltogether reasonabie to assums that
if tue Post-Otfloe Departiment takea posscasion of and di
rects the wlegraph service of the country {u the manuet
pruposed, the samber of additional ofMess which will st
ouce, or tu o sbort tiwe, be added to the roll of Feders
patro will equal or exceed 23,000.1  And if the tucury
of the dovernment be correct, that the people need the
telegraptt, sud that it ls essential to elvilizution and the

presd o Lollig that  they esbould ov

where enjoy s use cheaply, there can

uo  gond reason aasigned  why ® i shonld
not  be made coextensive with the Post-Ottios
or why a ;mwﬂm w donial receipls are
$100 sliould have s wire apd au operator, aod auotbes
contiguous digtrict, whose recelpis are oﬂ{{ a lltele losa,
ahouid be doprived of similar privileges. @ plea that
one uflice would be remunorative aud the other would
uot could uot be consistently offered, for lu nellher onse
would the receipts from business bo likely to defray
more than a fraction of the expendit 3 wnd the funda-
wwntal wles, moreover, with wilch the Goveroment
enters upon ita schiemo 1s, that vecessicles, sud wot ox
penditures, are to have rime consideration. The
seheme of telegrapbic owna p ones cntered upon, the
lugiv of the vase, amd the desirp of every tmember of
Congress to ploase Lis coustitueuts, would Liernlvic soon
lead to the extension of the wired to every post-office,
exeupt the very smallest, and conse (iently sugment the
pumiber of new oificials very lar beyoud LWe Dumbes
alpeady indlcatod.

Dowes it not also oceur to the Postniaster-General and
othiers, who with him aré so stienucus for the Govoern-
went appropristion of the telegrapl, that every argu-
mont ghey can bring forwarnd i support of their plowded
necessity, namely, protection BRAILES COrPOraLs IMoku|R-
lies, the urgency of cheaper sorvics, tue requiretuents of
the Stete in thoe of war, oan be made o Justily equslly
the Government appropriation of the business of the
rallroad aud express.  Nay, more, 4o we not flud that in
Continental Burope, whose axpericnce in respect to the
lumrh I comnebled us fur imitation, that the
rallrond and express, uql ¥ wilh the telegrapi, bave
passed under the control or ownership of tie Govern:
inent, aud that the ressous which bave influcnced to
wich action iu the oue cese have boon rog d a8
vipually applicable o the others. In 159 (he Govern-
went of Great Britaio took g of the tel h,
il 08 & sequence of such polioy, s Commitier vi Par
Hanieut, w W very Period, bave reported in
favor ot a slmilar ownership by the Governmens of all
the rallways ol the Uolted Kingdow.

THE EXTENT OF GOVERNMENT INTERVERENUH INVOLVED
IN TELBGRAPH OWNERAIIP,

But there are other upw_?”o‘! tho ¢ase whicn, when

'WNWM&M& $7F ot Ve g2 -..'.imll‘ [
!Kn Usion Company b ucw,.ﬁ(n York was on Nov, 1, 1972,
i, 5,40 words o v jme e o ore saat and e
colral b ) wools (pot wosage, o aggregate
woall ropresent & sotal lrnzm
G by (he s ot Do s Bpias Telagmase, maid e arerags

L . | , EaAkag 4n &
in % wire, wires wotr a)l warked fo their fall
until o night, and of them sli The
Soe and the lves in egoelleat ogdes, so amhlmi:r‘ mar e e
wﬂ an pracibeally exhibiting the matimam sapueity of the wired ot
mrad Larorshie conbitions
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